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ment of subjects of the Turkish Empire.    In 1844, under
pressure from the powers, the sultan 'Abd-el-Medjtd gave
this written pledge:   "The Sublime Porte engages to take
effectual measures to prevent henceforward the persecution
and putting to death of a Christian who is an apostate." *
Though the implication was that apostasy from Islam was
indicated, the characteristic ambiguity of this pronounce-
ment, doubtless intentional, gave no clear guarantees of
immunity to Moslems who proposed to change their faith.
The hatti Houmayftn of 1853, however, appears to have
satisfied the Western world that no one was to be molested
or punished, no matter what form of faith he might deny.
Moslems in Turkey evidently took that view.    Many began
to study the Scriptures, sold by a converted Turkish, col-
porteur.    A Turkish gentleman who with his wife had be-
come a Christian received official assurance that the sultan
intended that all his subjects should enjoy perfect religious
freedom.    Moslems openly acknowledged their interest in
Christian doctrine.    A few of them attended a daily prayer
meeting of the missionaries.    Up to the year 1860 forty had
been baptized.   This state of things was not confined to
the capital.    Turks who had 'been baptized in different
centres of the interior lived on in their own towns undis-
turbed.    In his preface to "his "Religion in  the East/7
dated I860, Dr. Wortabet, an Armenian Protestant res-
ident in Syria, and a member of the American mission,
wrote as if a new era had indeed set in.    But in 1864 the
reaction began.    It is the habit of Turkish rulers to let ten-
dencies work uncontrolled up to a certain point and then to
act suddenly.    'Abd-el-Mejld set spies to watch the mission-
aries as well as Mohammedans who leaned toward their
teaching.    A score of Turks were arrested on coming out of
church and thrown into prison on some trumped-up charge.
It is always easy to get two Moslem witnesses to testify
that a Christian has cursed the religion of the prophet.    But
1 This declaration is quoted by Dr. J. L. Barton, secretary of the
American Board (A. B. d F. M.)» in his authoritative volume, "Day-
break in Turkey" (Boston, 1908). On this general subject we have
followed him closely. (See pp. 248 ff> of his work.)

